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LIVE EXPORT — DOMESTIC PROCESSING 

Question without Notice 1167 — Correction of Answer 

HON ALANNAH MacTIERNAN (North Metropolitan — Minister for Agriculture and Food) [5.09 pm]: 
Hon Robin Scott asked question without notice 1167 on Tuesday, 20 November, to which the second page forming 
the complete answer was omitted. I would now like to provide the honourable member with a complete answer, 
which I seek to have incorporated into Hansard. 

Leave granted. 

The following material was incorporated — 

(1) The premise of the question is incorrect. DPIRD has established a Live Export Reference Group, consisting of farmers, a meat 
industry expert, a representative of Sheep Producers Australia and a stock agent. This group has begun to provide advice and 
direction on the planning of DPIRD projects to explore the strategic challenges and opportunities within the sheep industry because 
of changes in the live export industry. 
The WA State Government supports the reduction of red tape to improve small business. Export abattoirs operate under the 
jurisdiction of the Department of Agriculture and Water Resources so is a Commonwealth responsibility. 

(2) The first priority of the State Government is to preserve the biosecurity status of the livestock industries of this state. This is to 
avoid entry of diseases such as liver fluke and Bovine Johnes Disease, the establishment of which would cause sever economic loss. 
However, there are provisions for anyone to apply for variances to the conditions of entry. This occurred in the past to allow local 
abattoirs to source vast numbers of stock from interstate. However, there have been no applications for such approvals recently. 
There is currently excess processing capacity and an undersupply of slaughter stock in the Eastern States. East coast processors are 
looking to purchase stock in WA and there is little demand to process stock in WA from elsewhere. Sheep traditionally move from 
the west coast to eastern processors in the spring when processing capacity is limited in WA and there is evidence of this occurring 
this year. 

(3) Processing is a commercial decision that producers have to make. The issue is not only processing capacity but also markets and 
the type of animals available. With the current undersupply on the east coast, due to drought and excess processor capacity, and the 
large road distances involved, there would be little reason to provide incentive to send stock for processing in WA from other states 
when this could compromise the biosecurity of the local industry. Extended road journeys could also compromise animal welfare 
and eating quality outcomes if the travelling times exceed those in the Model Codes of Practice for Animal Welfare. 
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